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These Outrageous Gas Bills The Inspection
System-

Did you ever get your gas meter inspected and tested
under the regulations and laws prescribed in the District-
of Columbia If not it would be an instructing experience

You file a request for inspection with the Inspector of
Gas and Meters You explain that your meter works day
and night works when every light is turned off metes a
fuller measure when your house is closed during vacation
than when you are at home You indicate disaffection and
intimate an impression that the Gas Monopoly is robbing
you And you pay 50 cents Then what

The inspector notifies the Gas Monopoly to disconnect
that meter and bring it to his office for examination

The Gas Monopoly sends for the suspected meter and
takes it to the Gas Monopolys office It can investigate the
contraption if it likes it can fix the gears any way it
chooses it can cool off the bearings or tighten up the
joints or do anything else

When the Gas Monopoly has had plenty of time to fix
up the meter the little machine is turned over to the in
spector Not sooner

Is it any wonder that by the time he gets hold of it
the inspector is just as apt to find the meter slow as fast

Do you reader as a gas consumer who has had experi-
ence with this Gas Monopoly think inspection of that kind
is better than a farce Do you honestly think the Gas Mo
nopoly is worthy to be trusted Do you think it is above
runninga fast meter in your house and then when you
complain slowing it down before lugging it around to be

testedWhy
should a concern which would be guilty of grand

larceny hesitate at petit larceny And what less than
grand larceny is the proposition to add ten million dollars
to the capitalization of the

But this isnt cheerful story of how you get flim-
flammed when you pay 50 cents to have your meter tested
You would think that the inspector might himself come
and take the meter away from your house as a guarantee
that it wouldnt be manipulated Instead the gas company
takes it away and has possession of it for an indefinite
period before the inspector gets it But that is only a be-

ginning After the Gas Monopolys employes have had a
chance to fix the thing up and then the inspector has

it and judicially decided that it is all then
Do you get this tested and accredited meter put back

in your house After having paid 50 cents for the fun of
having the Gas Monopoly fix it up and the inspector cer
tify to its good you then get the certified
meter put into your basement

No indeed You get any old meter th6 Gas Monopoly
chooses to give you You dont get the one for whose test
you paid

How do you like that sort of an inspection system
If you were buying sugar from a grocer and discover

ed him selling eleven ounces to the pound would you ex-

pect to catch him in the crime by sending him word to
bring those scales an inspector for a test Do
you think he would be innocent enough to bring them

readjusting the balance
But if that grocer had a public franchise and was the

only grocer in town if it were a case of starving or buying
his groceries then he would be permitted to work it that
way Of course he would The Gas Monopoly is allowed
to do it that way why not the hypothetical grocery
monopoly
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Your Sixteenth Neighbor

Suppose you knew of a work in
character building which reached
one of your neighbors out of every
sixteen

Suppose it wore a work which in
every case reached that one of the
sixteen who most needed help

Suppose that work embodied im-

mediate relief as well as lasting
strength for the one out of sixteen

Would you be interested in it
Of course you would
Well that is the work covered

by the annual report of the Asso-
ciated Charities which has jut ap-

peared If you have a copy at hand
you owe it to yourself to read it
through If you have not a copy
you can have one by applying at
the office of the association but a
better way to get one will be to
become a giver and worker in the
cause of your sixteenth neighbor

You will havo joined a bigger
than you may think For

last year the agents of organized
charity in the District of Columbia
received and investigated 17119 ap-
plications for help representing
5906 families and 20561 individuals
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Multiply this last figure by sixteen
and you will what proportion of
our people are In need or think
themselves so in twelve short
months

Tho value of this work is proven
by one fact ajone that out of
6000 families for whom material
aid was asked only one in five
really needed it The other four
required instead a little clear
thinking or the courage to ask for
what was their own or a chance to
work or or now and then
detection as confirmed and insistent
beggars who were seeking to live by
betraying the kindness of their

cases treated has boca growing year
by year the number of those whoso
situation really demanded material
relief has steadily decreased as is
shown by this little table

1899 1906 1907
Cases dealt with 2473 4377 5906
Given material joliof 1813 1050 12S4

Fifteen months
But the most significant measure

of this work is not offered by the
number of visits by the
fact that 5599 of those who once
sought material aid have been de-

veloped by the Associnted Charities
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into selfrespecting citizens with
money in the bank That is an
achievement in which this city can
afford to take great it
can forget how nearly it has per-
mitted the work to fail sometimes
for lack of funds and which ought
to serve for men and women of
sense as a complete justification of
the principle of organized charity

A Good Trade Start

Fourteen Status and 177 town
and cities have boon represented in
Washingtons holiday trade this

That is the record of the cam
paign conducted by the committee
on retail trade of the Chamber of
Commerce It has brought buys
from as far south a Norfolk ind
Lynchburg as far west a Cumber-
land as far north as Frederick and
Carlisle Fa and as far east as
Annapolis Heretofore all this trade
would have gone to Richmond Nor-
folk or Baltimore

In the amount of business due to
this movement it would find justifi-
cation Even in the amount repre-
sented on the tickets submitted as
the basis for the refunding of rail
road fares it would justify itself
But the business community and
the Chamber of Commerce will have
most satisfaction in it because it
represents a first turn of the tide of
outoftown business Wash-
ington

The thing now to do is to clinch
the impression made this winter by
another campaign next spring then
another next fall and so on until
the general attractions of

and its special opportunities for
visiting shoppers are as quick to
occur to the resident f Cumber-
land or Lynchburg or Carlisle as up
to this time have been the claims of
Baltimore A good mart lias been
made The Chamber of Commerce
must see to it that it grows into a
permanent gain

Do Nothing It Pays

What a bonny tighter it is this
Republican Here is a coun-
try suffering from too much tariff
its commerce choked because it
inland waterways are not being inf
proved to relieve the railroads
work of regulating interstate cor-
porations and restraining the trusts
only half done But none of these
things are to be attended to by
Republican Congress assured of

from a Republican Presi-
dent The ono thing covered by the
plans of the leaders in the two
Houses is enough of a currency bill
to quiet the clamor against
present and antiquated system

Why Because this is the session
before a Presidential election and
the Republican party is a fighter
before it is a statesman

If you could get its half dozen
strategists at the Capitol to talk
freely about it they would probably
say Remember Clevelands tariff
campaign of 18S71 And they art

speaking If a
party think only of success at the
polls that is the way to get it
keep down the expenses during the
sessions before the election and
dont disturb the animals

But they would not be right if
there was an opposition with horse
sense enough to nominate a man
they could hope to elect and per
ception enough to see the advantage
of telling tho voters about this pro-
gram

New York has struck the greatest
boom idea yet It is advertising that
27000 mon there are supported by their
mos
If there is one Washington really

needs It Is a quieter Sunday There aro
undoubtedly too many places of

In operation Such wide open re
sorts as F street Connecticut avenue
and Rock Creek Park should be closed
by the police

It behooves Washington while the
wickedest city contest Is on to keep

real quiet until Congress adjourns

Its a great help to all the booms Tor
the President to be out of tho running
Even Bryan regards It as a distinct
personal benefit

Tho Idea of choosing the forms of mon
for the stone statues on that Chicago
building No wonder the feminine pop-

ulation is up In arms about the matter
It Is enough to make any woman

Maybe Roosevelt declined to run again
Just because he didnt want to run
again

A young woman out in Indiana hold
on to a vestibule train for ton miles
with ono hand It certainly is a hard
thing to shake a girl

Just as If It werent bother enough
to relieve tho financial tension of tlccountry Cortelyou now has to go and
explain it all to tho Senators who ap-
parently werent listening when he told
the country all about it

There Is no sealed bonnet In the Pres-
idential contest

The greatest hit of the midsummer
season next year will be The Time tho
Place and the Man It will be pro
duced simultaneously In two cities in the

It has not yet boon announced
whfr will be given the Dart of The
Man

Vice President Fairbanks has been in
vited to another banquet It really

fair

There aro already signs that Wash-
ington Is going to have tho strongest
team in Its history again

Of course its He jbno It
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People Must Let Con
gress Know What

They Want

The Thinks City
Worse Off Than

Other Towns

Col John MaeVlcar secretary of the
American league ot Municipalities left
Washington weeks
In the city in the intuit of The Times
light against Gas Monopoly Mr
MacVIoar will go In a few days to Des
Moines to enter the campaign for selec-
tion as one of board of commission-
ers under the new commission plan of
government In that city

Mr MacVtoafs brief stay in Wash-
ington was long enough to enable him
to some excellent work in connection
with the movement for bitter and cheap-
er gas and proper regulation of the Gee
Monopoly He spoke to a large number

meetings of citizens associations
addressing in the aggregate several
tAOueands of people He demonstrated
complete command of his subject and
further proved that command in his
contributions to the columns of The
Times t

Keep Matter Before Congress-

On leaving the city air MaeVicar ex-

pressed his regret that he could not
till the end of the fight He felt

however that everything has now been
done to assure success that te possible
except to keep Congress constantly and
harply in mind of the fact that the
people of Washington insist upon ac-
tion in this matter

Since Mr MaeVicar came here the
Commissioners have determined OR their
course of opposing before Congress the
innatlon scheme and have renewed their
recommendation that the price of gee
be redural from to 71 The
matter is now in the biHs of the Con-
gressional authorities and Mr Mao
Vicar expressed cootKlence that Justice

many weeks old Speaking
of the oaateat and of general Conditions
in the cftj he said T

Calls Rate Too High
The peculiar plan of municipal gov-

ernment in Washington gives novelty t
the attempt to regulate the rates of
and requirements from the gas com-
panies While the mte of for gee
to owing the particularly favorable
conditions under which it is produced
much too high yet that is not the only
onerous exactions the consumer has to
stand The 10 deposit necessary be
fore gas is turned on is not a common
tom not Irf view of the fact that
the municipallyowned water plant re
quires no such deposit would it

to be Just
Tho wide variance of many of the

gas bllla calls Into question both the
fair dealing of the meters and the pres-
sure and quality of the gas furnished
The system of Inspection te a farce and
the law is to blame foi this

Government ta Blame
The people hers are much above the

average in intelligence and they are
well posted on gas conditions they
have no voice in al tempting to correct
the unfair treatment they realize they
are receiving Much has been said about
the ideal conditions in Washington under
the government furnished by Congress
but give me selfgovernment for mtne
It may be that the people of the elIte
and towns of America dont always elect
their own officiate but think they
do at

Is almost pathetic to witness the
utter helplessness of the people to cure
the ills they have to bear The cor-
porations seem to realise that they are
not responsible to the people and they
seem bent on increasing the burdens
that are often flagrantly unjust

Home rule with all its faults for
me This best governed city n

is an Iridescent dream I cer-
tainly hope and believe that Congress
will correct the great wrong that IB be
ing done a helpless people in this

though there are strong ad-
verse Influences to be overcome

Numbers Smoked

President Out
Senator HearsTh-

ere was a persistent story yester
day that Secretary of the Treasury
Cortejyous resignation bad been ten-
dered to the President and was In
In the possession the Executive

Inquiry addressed to a personal repre-
sentative of the President developed
only that this story Is not true
that It was to bo set down as merely
sensational and entitled to no consid-
eration

Nevertheless tho story served to draw
out a most Interesting Incident of the
lost few days It Is tho story of tho
Presidents explanation to a Senator
who Is on very friendly terms with
htm of the uncomfortable position In
which he tho President found himself
before ho took himself out of thE race

Whon I found that Hughes was tho
candidate of 26 and that Cortelyou was
supported by 23 what was I to do the
President is reported as l83iuntiin in-
most earnest tones of his Sanatoria
caller

The Senator scratched hit head for a
moment and looked perplexed Then it
came to him and he admitted that tnc
question was a stunner

Number 26 Broadway is tho headquar-
ters of tho Standard Oil

Number 23 Wall Street Is tho location
of J P Morgan Sb Co

Massage th scalp well every day andget It loosened up flexible so that
the hair may receive Its rightful

by blood circulating freely
at the roots This will stimulate the

arrest the spllltlnsr andbreaking
Splitting at the ends always indicates

poor nourishment and nothing butmassage will relieve th
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Accurate Meters Demanded
e

ji

I j ravltvof Fig 11t ShoWntie
System of Charging Ar

rears Vigorously At
tacked by Citizens

Asked Why Unpaid Bills

Are Not Charged
Against Deposits

Ticking of Meter Sounds
to Visitor Like Hall

Clock

There is no letup by users of W a-

ington Gas Light Company ge in the
flk which to being waged by The
Times and residents ot the city against
the proposed Sner68 a eapttaltzatimi
and lor a reduced rate in the charge
for gas The large number of

letters which arrive with every
mall are proof trf the interest
being taken in the fight for more

ratea and better service
Among the most interesting of those

communIcations IB one signed Doiald
Grey Mr Grey seems to think that
the most Important point is al

totally by those in charge
of the struggle He says that there will
be little sped derived front lowering
of the rate if the present meters ire
retained together with the present
mcde of measuring the amount of gas
used by patrons He also vigorously
attacks the system in vogue regr Jlng
the charge of la the fin bilL

Another Is philosophic enough to see
the side of the situation by mak-
ing the meters used the foundation of a
joke which If not particularly humor-
ous Js at least apropos

Lawyer Tells
Publics Duty

Defines StockT-

o tw asKer of Tko WwMitoffteM TtM
The public to sJwayg a party

in additional rtoc Issue As stated
by the United States Supreme Court la
the case of Handler rs Stutz lf U S
417 8 decided in 18M The stock of
a corporation to supposed te steed in
the Place of actual property ef sub
ManUal value and as being a conveni-
ent method of representing tile

each stockholder in such property
lid to the extent to which It falls to
represent such value it Is ethr a de-
ception and fraud upon the public or
an evidence that the Origins value of
the corporate property has become de-
preciated be once admitted
that a corporation may issue stock
without receiving a consideration
for and where it does uet represent
actual substantial value jn corporate
assets there to apparently no limit to
the extent to which the original stock
may be watered toceept the caprioe
of the stockholders

As stated by Cook on oorperatlens
volume 4 section 38 A share of stock
to supposed in theory te represent its
value in money or moneys worth pak
in or to be paid in the corporation

The faculties which exist for the
sale of properly Issued steck are equally
Available for the sale of fictitiously
paidup stock The Issue of fictitiously
paidup stock to the favorite device of
corporate promoters organizers and
manipulators in carrying out their plans
of realizing enormous gains from meal
investments and in accumulating groat
fortunes at the expense of the public
Occasionally too the Issue of stock
is made for the purpose of concealing
large and unreasonable profits which
if known might cause the puMta to
regulate and diminish the source of In-

come
Stock Dividend Device

A stock itvidend is another method
to concede excessive profits at the ex-
pense of those who are compelled to
patronize the corporation which has se-

cured by Its charter and special legis
lation special privileges or an exclusive
monopoly

The manner in which the public has
or may be still imposed upon by the
issue of stock affords additional rea-
sons why corporations and especially
public utility corporations such as gas-
light companies should be under the
constant scrutiny of the public and the
supervision of tho representatives the
public

The Issue of additional stock is the
fulcrum en which to place the lover
upon which the corporation its agents
attorneys officers and stockholders
base the argument that to regulate
and diminish the source of revenue will
operate unjustly against the stockhold-
ers

Companys Aim Kasy to See
That such an easy method of per-

petuating an Injustice and thuj increase
the wealth of the corporation and Its
stockholders at the expense of the

should have heretofore often been
Invoked t y private corporations Is not
tobe wondered at but it is surprising
that 1t should be Invoked at the Capital
of tho nation In tho year 1507 and Is
hardly complimentary to our national
legislators

As all legislative power Is derived
from the people and as the powers ex-
ercised by private corporations are de-

rived through the legislature or
by means of charter or legisla

tive grants and as the power thus dele-
gated Is subject to rectll modification
pr termination the public Is always a
parly and Interested In the question of
additional stock Issue as well as bond
Issue mortgage or other device for in-
creasing the capital of the corporation
or enlarging Its earning capacity

One of the prov5alon j of section 5 of
the act of June 6 1896 volume 29
Statutes at Large page 252 requires
public notice as a condition precedent-

to the issue of additional evidence of
Indebtedness oi the Washington Gas
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Light Company and tit e rg 0wii-

WfcftBwver a mtoUe utOtjr corporation
btroraen n easjmy or memce or seek
to feecqiae the Water rather than the
any aid ftBd aid servant of the

its power should be restrained eon
treilefl or extinguished and to enlarge
the power of such a corporation by
permitting it to increase Ha capital
stack to to give aid and eoiatort to the
enemy aad add to and erpetuate the
burden of excessive gao taxation of
wMen title community justly complains

K F lULL

Suggests Citizens Plant-
To StopGas Extortions

Tte UM Editor of The WssMagton TUMI
In reference to the ga company my

experience would be that the citizens
of Washington would come together and
build their own gas plant end have

own way and could have better
and cheaper gas Long as the law
wont punish the g compaay for
charging more it would be no relief
because they would charge same price

I would be willing to provide money
for that purpose We have been robbed
for years and they have never been
punched Respectfully-

A CITIZEN OF WASHINGTON

Monopolys Argument
Shown to Be Faulty-

To Uw SVlttor of Ifc WashingtOn TOMS

What business to it of anybody ex
rapt the stockholders of the Gas Light
Company how onch stock to Issued
The public be d

This applies to the present position of
these who desire to Increase the capi-

tal of the Gem Light Company of this
city and avoid the reduction of the
present price of M S

The statement has recently been
by those In favor of the corporations
and their present methods that the
amount of stock wWch are but pieces

relation to the price of gas the real
Question being what ta the value It
makes no atOsreswe what tk antownt
of stock

If this ta true then why issue ad-

ditional stock It it makes no dMter
then why this effort on the part

the gas company to doable the
ent amount of stock If tt stakes no
difference then the additional Issue of
stock would be valueless yet if the

I assured dres any one doubt that the
proposed atdlUonal C M shares of stock
of the Georgetown Gas Comrenv of

sold for oer a0uMK cash the day they
are placed in open even assum-
ing that fjere was no other capital
and that th4 present pleAt did not exist

A single indtvlduai in the absence of
statutory or treaty prohibition an slice
enemy owning one share of the pres-
ent or the Georgetown Oas
Light Company could by purchasing
the entire additional COM com-
mand a majority vote at a stockholders
meeting oust the present president and
board of directors and reduce the pres-
ent price of gas against the protest and
votes of the other MM shards

The right to issue stock ta a valuable
franchise granted and speetflssl in the
charter and to always a subject in
which the people in whom primarily

the power which ta conferred by
the granting vf a charter are always
interested

Any corporation lawyer w4ul Darally advise a private corporation to In-

crease its of sharon of
fcs in general legfcl parianos

capital as one of the es
methods of avoiding being defined limit-
ed or restricted in any of its valuable
franchisee or ag in the present case to
avoid reduction of the price of service
rendered to the General Government and
and the Washington public

If the amount of stock issued makes
no difference then it is no offense to

water and any private cor-
poration like the gas companies could
issue a mUllen snares of stock of a par
value of UW each on t worth of capi-
tal all laws that the capital stock
should not exceed the actual value or-
a specifed number or amount are wee
lees

If it makes no difference why ta
the amount of outstanding certificates
of stock always urged as a reason why
rates or charges cannot in justice to
innocent stockholders be reduced as the
corporation would then be unable to pay
dividends to the stockholders

If It makes no difference why the
enactment of section 6 of the act of
June 19K Statutes at Lees page
granting the Washington Gas Light
Company the right to issue 99MW
worth of additional capital stock

CITIZEN-

To the Editor ef The IVBsntBgtDR Times
Help the cause along and give tho

Washington Gas Company h Yours
truly

A LONG CITIZEN

Skipped Reading of Meter
Because It Was Raining-

To the Editor of The Washington Tim
I should like to enter my complaint

against the gas light company On the
regular date last month the state of my
motor wa not taken December 2 the
man from the company read the
and when asked why he did pot come
before he urtly replied that It was
raining on tb regular day and he did
not to alng My bill was 96lv-

slxroo use no laundry or baking
done at iiame My meter fur the past
week has registered 300 arid 3M feet a
day and no gas has been used iuriog
tho day

I should also to state that the
lost bill read state of meter taken ea-
2d bill rendered on the 7th and stamped
by the gas company December 4 When
is the bill payable

Mrs J A CALIBAN
2413 Second street northeast

Why lift Pay Arrears
From Previous Deposits

To the Editor of The WaBhlagton
If while you arc contending so nobly

for Justice to our citizens who are so
completely at the mercy of the gas
monopoly if they the consumers who
havo felt that they havo been its
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trntnrully informing yewtot isr the
sake ot their own interests and is-
pubtte genorattyef their iHsnedsrtw-

tunity poamty of fcavttg them
corrected or lessened deserve a
continyanc of all of the dteMtoutcaoN-

plained
About three jeans ago at the reqtMtet

of Its agent I paM a deposit of JeVW

before the company would furnish me
with gas a guarantee I suppose that
the s bin would be paid although
m word and credit are goodtelsttwfcerei
for many times that amount Afcettt
one year ao after iMns and every
month paylc nromjKiy moving te an-
other part the on paying my
last bill I a fed for a return of The
deposit but i was refused becawa I
hkfi mislaid t lost my receipt and
coold not produce 1C Now If the cord
pahy keeps its books correctly atooufcj
not they be a sufficient proof that it
had received the cash Then way jK
the burden of proof on the patron wfcea
it knew that it had received and atttt
holds the 9Ktf

Well after I hid moved to another
part of the city I needed gas agate but
the company wanted another deposit
which of course refused Finally
company concluded to turn on gB

consideration of the former wnre-
Mrned deposit providing I would be

responsible for an unpaid gas
biLl di9 them front the party who Jed
Jest vacated Again I refused to aea-
t the unbucinessttke pro oa4tiori e i

eomtas responsible for the unpaid bills
of another and it occurred te m 4

if the other party paid a
as myself why was not his last gas
Mil paid out of the same So they
ftnaBr concluded te turn oa the gas

In December one year ago my gas
Mil was tt BT month Tfcht year it
was 5t in Kevember and SlU thW-

Deeembw with tile same Mti bar f
rosen and roomers as teat year I noti-
fied the company to call and Sad what
was the matter with the meter After-
a while they sent a man who saWPlt
was all right I ant forced to pay for
gas alone about the rest a small
tenement sad It seems that there toe
redress aside of expense fronvn ey-

ing to aome other locality Yours
impartial Justice H

Correct Meters Needed
Calls Arrears Thievery

Te th Xottor of Tba Wastunstsa Times
I am watching your light gai 5t tie

gas company with much interest Sat
it seems to me that you ignore
rather do not harp sufficiently e U e
most ebJeettonaMe feature of Its besl
ness

FOr my part I would rather have the
price yearnix at 71 or Indeed it
raised to Lit If I were provided with
a meter that weald measure precisely
the amount consumed in my heuss
them the KiM reduced to W ssats-
If Ute ga is to come te my burners
through the average meter furnished by
the gas company

I would also like yea to attac cm re
vigorously the thieving trick f the
charge of in the first bilL

DOXALD GRBT

Reading the Gas Meters
Set Down as Guesswork

To the Kdltcr ef The Waabiastes Times J
I am ono in thousands who w sh for

success te tIM fight for a proper hon-
est aad reasonable charge for gas
Study the meter closely and you see
you can get any kind of a bill you want
from its face it Je mostly guesswbrk
Read the directions for reading It
closely aad try it The divisions should
be as accurately shown as on a clocks
face Study it CONSUMER

Ticks of IDs Gas Meter
Sounded Hall Clock

To Kdltor ef The
A friend visited us kist evening and

asked roe if I owned one ef thosa large
hall docks
It was the sa meter ticking

J H BSSCKWITH-
Si Seventh street northeast

TOOOIPlETEiWGKSpec-

Mcathms have just been com-
pleted and the Navy Depertinent will
advertise tomorrow for nW bIds for
the completion of the construction of
the new dry dock at the Brooklyn Navy
Yatd A eontract for this work bad
been let previously but It was declared
forfeited by the department owing to
the failure of the contractors to prose-
cute the work The dock is xw per
cent completed There was originally
3CO N appropriated for this work and

1800609 is stilt available
Bids wilt be opened at the department

January IS next

PENSACOLA FJa Dec H The gjari-
bos t Machias on of the vessels being
rebuilt at the Pensacola Navy Yard is
tob s t to the New York Navy Yard
where the work is to be completed
Tg departure af Ibis vessel will take

much work from the local yard as he-
ta to be almost entirely rebuilt and
many employee wilt be thrown out of
employment The reason the vessel la
going elsewhere for work Is not toe in-

ability of the local yard to makethe re-
pairs but the fact that hundreds ot
mon are out of work at the Northern
yardsbr reason of the big leaving
for the Pacific and the Southern yards
are to suffer by the work
being done here being transferred to the
Northern places

When the Machias again goes Into
commission she will be transferred to
tho naval reserves
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